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Reading matters, and readers care about both speed and pleasure. Ideally, a
scientific understanding of reading would account for both, though speed is objective
and pleasure is subjective. We will present three ideas: crowding, channels, and
readability. Crowding creates a perceptual bottleneck (the uncrowded window) that
determines reading speed. Channels are scale-selective perceptual mechanisms that
introduce effects of size, but differently for speed and pleasure. And we will show new
results regarding the nature of perceived readability.
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