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Abstract 
 

This section should contain a 100 to 200 word advertisement of your 
thesis. The abstract should concisely describe the salient hypotheses, 
procedures, results, and conclusions presented in your research.  If you 
have done it correctly, your abstract should address the following five 
questions. Why was the research performed? What was done or known 
previously? What did you attempt and accomplish? What can be 
concluded from your results? See any abstract in the scientific 
literature as an example. 
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Introduction 
 
This section will introduce the problem and project.  This section 
should have the most number of references. References should be 
handled in the following way. In your text define a reference with 
either a number like this (1) or a superscript,1 or a name and year 
(Smith, 2003).  If Smith has two publications in 2003 you referenced, 
use 2003a and 2003b.  Note that the references are used in order and if 
a reference is referred to a second time, the same number is used (if 
using numerical format). 
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Background 
This section will be very similar to your proposal, provided you have 
not changed the direction of your thesis.  
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Theory 
This section contains any theory you had to derive or feel the reader 
should know in order to appreciate your results. Some theses will 
require a theory section and others will not. Those that do not usually 
have related material in the background section.  

Theory Part 1 

Theory Part 2 
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Experimental Methods  
This section contains the major experimental procedures you used to 
test your hypothesis.  It will have diagrams for any special 
instrumentation you used. 

Experimental Methods Part 1 

Experimental Methods Part 2 

Experimental Methods Part 3 
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Results  
This section should contain the results or data you obtained from your 
research.  Please use include a discussion of the errors associated with 
your results and the certainty of your results.  For example, write the 
transmittance is 0.75 +/- 0.01 not just 0.75. 
 

Results Part 1 

Results Part 2 

Results Part 3 
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Discussion  
You want to discuss each of the results you obtained and their 
significance. Do they support your thesis or not? Relate these to the 
background section and state how your results advanced the 
knowledge of the field. Discuss possible sources or errors in your 
results. 
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Conclusions  
Conclusions from your research.  
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Appendix A – Title of this appendix. 

An appendix usually contains information you would not wish to 
include in the text because some readers may not be interested in the 
detail.  This might include a mathematical derivation or computer 
code. 
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