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Functional magnetic resonance
imaging (fMRI) is used to investigate
the structure and functional properties
of the human lateral geniculate
nucleus (LGN) and superior colliculus
(SC), two small subcortical structures that may play key roles in visual attention and
consciousness. These structures are part of an orderly topographic layout of the visual
field inside the brain. Recent results showing that conscious perceptions are reflected in
the activity of the LGN will be presented. Efforts to increase the spatial resolution of
fMRI including a new super-resolution technique will be described.
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